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Budding playwright honors U.S. troops

Charloite Bryaw, a teacher at Poplar Springs Elemarfary Schoal,
srtbwitdited this play written by one afler studeaits — Mary Touliizou,
“Prioy fo Veterans Day 2004, Mary wrote this serdpd eantifled
Militgey Heroes, " She assigned parts fo ker elagssmates and they even
broaght props for e 56" A colleague was impresied soleir sl
abgerved the growf pracficing in tee hall and fredted them fo share
wedth frey class, " Chardoffe weote
T realize thiz & a different format than yor ssnally s, bt
Mease femtiere this liitle draser written by ar iseagdnatioe Syegr-old
with a rerl sense of the sacrifees of American soldios and thely
Srwrilies,”
“Military Heroes,"™
by Mary Tomlinson

{The action opens as fueo children wateh American wareons ds Trag )

Lazs They sure are heroes, Dan.
Dian: Are nod, Liz! They've not rich and Famows Bke the Beatles!
Lazs [ Enowe. They've protecting us, the whole country actually.
They are different kinds of heroes,
Dian: Liz, | never thought of that. Dad is in the military
Wil he gro o war?
Lazs Mayhe, [ don't Enow. [t's s dangerous!
Yooia could be Killed!
Dham: | think they've more important than the Beatles!
Havw can wee help, Liz?
Liz: We could make posters, ribbons, anything really,
and puit “suipport our traops.” Well, mayhe.
Dham: That's my sister! Liz, you're brilliant?
Laz: | guess s Let's get starbed]

(They heay a baock, Liz opens the door Dhad eniters.)
Laz: Hi, Dacldy?
Dian: Hi, Daddy!
Diad: Hi, Lizzie! Hey, Daniy! Dd ke to speak o vour Mommy.
15 she home?
Liz:s Yess, sar, [l get her.
(Liz exifs )
Diam: Diad, are vou going to the war?
Dhad: In fact, that's what [ am going totell Mother,
that [ muat lesve omor row.
Mather aud Lix conte in.)

Dian: He's golng to war, Liz. Diad!
Laz: He's bravel Let's give him a ribbon!
Dhan: Bye Diad!
Laze We'll miss youl Fere's a ribbon® You've a different kind of hero!

{Liz gives Il o riblo, b
Dhacl: Thamb-oual [ miss you, toe. | live gou,

(Dhad exits fo go to work
Muoan: That was nice.

{Moms exife )

Lazs We did a good deed, Dant
Dham: | know, Liz. Dad's a good mam and here. Good night!

{4 woel fater Lz, Dhaw awud Mom gre ot hovie )
Lazs Hoow do vou think Dad s, Dan?
{The plase rings, Tustartly, Mowr ficks 0f wp)

Muoan: CHit Children pour Bather i haree!

Praying for

IUIIHTED P'Hﬂ'l'l?

FATHER AND DAUGHTER
Mary Tomlinsan, 9, and her father, Maj. Kerry Tomlinson — who
iz an a two-year mobilization with the U3, Arry Resere at
Carmnp Shelby as part of Operation Enduring Freedarm.

Lramz Lad he come back to Denver, his home heref

Lizz May we visit Dadf

Mom: Of course, my dears! lzan Penolin, your father,
wion 't e e lran aaind

{They go to the hospital, )

Murse: Whoe are you here fo sec?
Mom: lzan Penolin, please,

Murse: Koom 108, Teor 5, fo your et
Mom: Thank you! This way, children.

" They cowre bo Rowm 109}

Lizz: May we poin?
Mome: Yes!

{They apea the doer )

Dramz Hello, Daddy! You're a hero!
Drad: Thank you. Hi Lizeie! How are you, Jan Penolin?
Mom: Fine, Children, Iet me and your father falk, alone.

{The children feape)

Drad: Jan, take care of our kids, Il have a choice fo go back
to Lrag, | will, | an.

Mom: Mol You're not going? You won't! Ull take care of the
children, but you won't go to lrag! You're going to stay
in cur house and rest, [zan)

Dard: I'm going back]! They need me! My fool is down, Jan?

{Liz amd Lham exter)
Lizz You're going back, Dad. We were listening,
Mom: Yes dear. Say mmcll:-y-:' to your father. He careful, lzan.
Lizz Hey Dad! Good luck!
Drams Luck from me, tool Bye Dad!
" The seext day b

Mom: Your father is at war again.
Lizz He's a hero, Mom.

(A wear later)
Iram: Liz, Mom, Dad’s home!
{They all run oukside,)
Mom: We missed you, Lan! You're home forever] At last]
Liz: You're a here! A different kind of herol

Dad, Mom, Dan, let's be a family again!
All: The end!

your safe return

SPEAK UP

Hera's how these Meridian
rasidents answered the gquastion,
“Do you think Americans have gone back
fo the same attitude they had before
the altacks on Sept. 117"

Kimberly Davis: “MNo, because | think people are
alert because of what happened.” Kimberly, 14, attends
Southeast Lavderdale High Scheol.

Stacey McMullen: “MNoi completely, but they are
more relaxed than they were a week or two after the
attacks.” Stacey, 19, attends Meridion Community
Lollege.

Rick Davis: “Ne. The government will net allow
people bo return to previous ways because of all of the
Added security,” Kick, 42, is a senior master sergeant
with the Mississippi Air National Guard’s 186th Air
Refueling Wing in Meridian,

Ed Sheely: “No, | think what happened is siill on
everyons's mind, so they are more alert.” Ed, 84, lives in
Meridian and is a retired LS. government employee.

Lamra Davis: ©1 believe that government officials
and scheols are still aware, but [ think the general
population is becoming more relaxed the further we get
away from the event.”™ Laura, 40, lives in Meridian and
works at Kush Foundation Hospital,

Ehonda Cason: “ [ think sometimes they do, but
they are more patrictic now than before.™ Ehonda, 37, is
a senior master sergeant with the Mississippi Air
Mational Guard’s 18Gih Air Befueling Wing in Meridian,

Jason Brookins: °| think people are more patriotic.”
lason, 36, is a captain with the Mississippi Air Mational
Guard's 1868th Air Befueling Wing in Meridian.,

Hrittany Jo Davis compiled fhis
Speak Uh qguestion. She iz a
soflvemare af Senthenst Lawderdale
High School. Xhe enjoys plaving
safthall and soccer, swirmming and
affending Bethany Boptist Church.
Slre wants te aftend college and stady
to be o feacher

Fuai Sweeeth 15 0 oeenber of
fhe Enlerprise Wonegn s Oluh
i Clawke County Here's o
Fefier she wrole in Jennary io
active-duly meelitary personnef,
Crmeardsanen and Reservists
SEFTIRE DUEISETS,

Hi everyhody!

Hopse all of you had & won-
derful heliel ay season!
Samebow | don't think vour
“rockets red glare” was quite
the sarme as our fireworks.

Al of s back home swant all
of wou fo know how much we
appresiate your protecting our
homefront and we wish each of
youn 31 safe retorn,

[ still don’t know exactly
what my feelings are regarding
The war — some days | teel it 1=
very pecessary and other days,
when 1 see a funeral for one of
our military, | am not o sure,
Someday 1 hope to meet
somenne whe can explain it (o

me a0 A way that [ can beiter
wnderstand, Until that time, |
will continne o pray for all of
you and our leaders.

Things are pretty much the
sarme here in Enterprise and
Meridian, The weather was
pretty cold during Chreistomas
weelk bot has refurned to g
bl T0 degrees, [ was hoping
wee would keep a little wintry
weather just to see how it feels
fr b coelel,

The “powers that be™ in
Meridian are still argoing back
and forth aboul most ewvery-
thing, they are trying te add
more taxes, and (wonder of
wonilers) a convention cenfer
1% heing discussed,

Enterprise  School b
grotten o lod of good publicity
lntely — the cheerleaders have
gone to New York and Londaen
Tor special parades, the schoal
1% & Lewe] 5 and all of the sports
feams are excelling,

Will cleze for now with a
Happy New Year and a prayer
for your safe return. Take care
ane don't get discouraged —
yvou have so many people on

yvour side, praying for you, and
wishing yvou well. You are troe
heroes to all of us here at
h'::lml_'.

Pat smith, Enterprise



